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Takeaway: “What is hydrogen sulphide?  It is a colourless gas with a potent, unpleasant odour similar to that of rotten eggs 
or sewage. It is also highly toxic and flammable. Is your company CERT team ready for this kind of emergency?  
Food for thought: 
• H2S is heavier than air. Therefore ,it can accumulate at low-lying areas and enclosed spaces such as basements or workpits. 
• H2S is produced naturally via decomposition of organic matter in poor oxygen environments  like sewers . 

• H2S is also a common byproduct of water treatment process, petroleum and natural gas drilling & refining, and other industrial process. 
• H2S is toxic and flammable in  physical properties. 
• Personal detector and respiratory protection are typically needed whenever there is risk of exposure, on top of other standard ppe 

Three workers were taken to hospital last Thursday 
after inhaling hydrogen sulphide gas while 

carrying out tank cleaning works at Choa Chu 
Kang Waterworks. One of them died later that day. 

Reference: https://www.channelnewsasia.com/singapore/pub-

subcontractors-intensive-care-hospital-toxic-gas-choa-chu-kang-

waterworks-one-died-4365581 
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It is important to learn how to use a fire extinguisher especially 
when you are working in a gas industry. 

[Reference: https://www.scdf.gov.sg/] 

Takeaway: “Have you been taught how to use a fire extinguisher?”  

Takeaway: “Do we treat gas leakage seriously?” 
[Reference: https://www.yahoo.com/news/two-men-killed-gas-explosion-

142623800.html] 

 
Food for thought: 
• Should there be an interlock when gas leakage detected and trigger 

appropriate abatement system?  
• Are ERT members properly refreshed for their emergency response 

skills and relevant scenarios on site? 

Safety is Everybody’s Responsibility! 
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